
429Module 20: Intelligence and Giftedness

APPLICATIONS: �INTELLIGENCE AND GIFTEDNESS  
IN THE CLASSROOM

➍	 Explain how theories of intelligence and giftedness can be used to enhance the learning of 
all students regardless of their ability level.

Teaching for Multiple Intelligences
Teachers can reach all types of learners using MI theory if they follow general guidelines 
and avoid common misapplications, shown in Table 20.3. MI theory can be implemented 
either on a school-wide basis or in individual classrooms.

School-Wide approach. Educators can use MI theory to identify the skills and abil-
ities that are valued in society and cultivate those abilities (Gardner, 1995). At the Key 
Community School in Indianapolis, a group of teachers worked with Gardner and his col-
leagues to develop a curriculum based on MI theory. The Key School emphasizes the use 
of all kinds of abilities by students. The curriculum is integrated through the use of school-
wide themes that span all grades and all subjects and are studied in depth for nine weeks.

Schools at all levels can create a curriculum that reflects MI theory. In early childhood 
and elementary classrooms, the curricula should provide students with a variety of expe-
riences to help them discover their interests and talents (Johnson, 2000). Some elemen-
tary schools have adopted a themed curriculum, like that of the Key School, integrating 
language arts, science, mathematics, and social studies. This allows children to experi-
ence topics in greater depth and to recognize how they can apply knowledge and skills 
to multiple subjects. Middle schools and high schools can adapt their existing curricula to 
reflect an emphasis on MI by adding a stronger arts program, implementing learning sta-
tions in classes, using community experts to mentor students in their areas of expertise, or 
constructing school-wide interdisciplinary units (Campbell, 1997).

TABLE 20.3	� Multiple Intelligences Theory: Guidelines and Misapplications

GENERAL GUIDELINES COMMON MISAPPLICATIONS
Differences among students are taken 
seriously so that curricula and assessments 
are constructed to be sensitive to those 
differences.

Attempting to teach every lesson in eight 
ways

Knowledge about differences is shared 
with students and parents.

Using MI theory as a mnemonic aid (e.g., 
using dance or mime to help students 
remember material from a lesson)

Lessons are presented in a way that allows 
all students the opportunity to master the 
material and demonstrate what they have 
learned.

Promoting musical intelligence by playing 
background music during learning 
activities

Students gradually take on responsibility 
for their own learning.

•• Using intrapersonal intelligence as a 
rationale for self-esteem programs

•• Using interpersonal intelligence as a 
rationale for cooperative learning

SOURCE: Gardner, 1995.


